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Avantex High-tech Caravan starts “Textile Future Show” 

- Textiles of the Twenty First Century think for

   themselves

- KaDeWe: Premiere of event for high-technology

  clothing textiles

- “Textile Future Show” featuring intelligent

   fashion on the catwalk

Contact: 

Messe Frankfurt GmbH

Sylvia Spamer/Katrin Klepsch

Telephone:+49 69 75 75 - 6738/5822

sylvia.spamer@messefrankfurt.com

katrin.klepsch@messefranfkrt.com

Ava0303Handelskarawane-e

KaDeWe

Presse-und Öffentlichkeitsarbeit

Dagmar Flade

Telefon:
+49 (0)30 2121 - 2269

pr@kadewe.de

Karstadt Warenhaus AG

Corporate Communication

Elmar Kratz

Telephone:+49 (0)201 727-3091

Presse@karstadt.de
Whether it’s a jacket which adapts itself to a whole range of outside temperatures, an airbag system for motorcyclists or a PC you can wear – they are all textiles which think for themselves! On 4 September 2003 the Avantex High-Tech Caravan “Textile Future Show” will be having its premiere at the KaDeWe in Berlin. Here, for the first time in Germany, end consumers will have a live opportunity to experience the “intelligent clothes” of the future, to see for themselves how they function, and even to buy this “intelligent clothing”. For a whole five days, the KaDeWe will be bringing its customers a concrete, multimedia demonstration of the innovative textile trends of the future and of high-technology clothing textiles, both as prototypes and finished products.

The presentation will include a total of 19 intelligent products with their wide range of possible uses in the areas of wellbeing, safety, health and communication. The Textile Future Show will be a multimedia presentation, featuring several fashion shows a day, produced by the Multimediahaus GmbH. Initial laboratory innovations will point to the themes of the future and some 30 percent of the products will use a prototype to demonstrate the developments in textile technology to be expected in the coming years. The majority of the future technological textiles on show, however, will be finished and ready product ideas, enjoying their sales premiere among their customers.  

The Textile Future Show is a joint project by Messe Frankfurt and Karstadt Warenhaus AG.  “As a strategic partner for the innovative clothing market and, at the same time, the biggest fashion provider in the retail trade, Karstadt places great emphasis on textile innovations”, says Burkhardt Linse, Chairman of the Board of Management of Karstadt Warenhaus AG, discussing the equal relevance of the Textile Future Show for both customers and market participants.  “The Textile Future Show will provide the textile ideas and textile products of the future with a vital forum for end users. Considering that some three million people visit our stores daily, the innovations on show will receive the public presentation platform they need for a broad market launch.”

The whole campaign will run for two months. The premiere at the KaDeWe will be followed by presentations in a further seven cities. The Textile Future Show will run for three days at a time at the biggest local Karstadt department stores in Hamburg, Hanover, Mülheim/Ruhr, Düsseldorf, Dresden, Munich and finally, from 23 to 25 October, in Frankfurt am Main.

The starting point for this jointly created show is the dynamic development seen in the area of technical textiles, intelligent clothing and “smart clothes”. The idea of bringing new ideas and themes to the consumer via the retail trade was actually born in the aftermath of the first Avantex – International Innovation Forum and Symposium for High Technology Clothing Textiles in Frankfurt am Main.  The aim is to work with innovative companies to provide a market-opening function.  From this has grown a future-oriented joint-venture agreement between Messe Frankfurt and the biggest department-store company in Europe, Karstadt Warenhaus AG.  Karstadt Warenhaus AG is fully behind this innovative concept, confirming the growing importance of high-tech fashion in the coming years. Thus Karstadt customers will be able to find out about the latest products and developments in the area of high-technology clothing in the most up-to-date way – and, if they are already available, to buy them, too.              

The Textile Future Show – dates and venues across Germany:

4 - 6 September 2003 

KaDeWe Berlin, Tauentzienstrasse 21-24

11 - 13 September 2003

Karstadt Hamburg, Mönckebergstrasse 16

18 - 20 September 2003 

Karstadt Hanover, Georgstrasse 23

25 - 27 September 2003

Karstadt-Arkaden RRZ Mülheim, Humboldtring 5

1+ 2 + 4 October 2003

Karstadt Düsseldorf, Schadowstrasse 93

9 - 11 October 2003 

Karstadt Dresden, Prager Strasse 17

16 - 18 October 2003

Karstadt-Oberpollinger Munich, Neuhauser Strasse 18

23 - 25 October 2003

Karstadt Frankfurt, Zeil 90

Further information:

Messe Frankfurt GmbH

Dr. Isa Hofmann or

Ms. Katja Wolter

Ludwig-Erhard-Anlage 1

60327 Frankfurt am Main

Tel. +49 69-7575-6170

Fax +49 69-7575-6633

e-mail

isa.hofmann@messefrankfurt.com
katja.wolter@messefrankfurt.com


Product information and press contacts

for Avantex High-tech Caravan “Textile Future Show“

ITP GmbH 

Press contact:  Klaus Richter, tel.: +49 3643 202098, e-mail: info@richter-partner-weimar.de
N8-People – Light up clothes to brighten a night out

Whether it is a bustier with a gold skirt, a standard neck shirt with a sash-belt or a men’s waistcoat; in the dark the material acquires a shining, slightly sparkling effect. It creates a dignified and elegant impression and yet it can also be enchanting. For young people it is a magical vision, which emphasises individuality and supports the current fashion statement of standing out from the crowd.

The material consists of a mixture of optical fibres and different kinds of textile fibres. The optical fibres are specially treated so that they shine. The light comes from light-emitting diodes. They get their power from state of the art, storage batteries that can be recharged using mobile phone adaptors. And you can even wash these light up clothes in the washing machine. 


Cognis Deutschland GmbH & Co.KG

Press contact:  Wulf Klüppelholz, tel. +49 211 7940 6679, e-mail: wulf.klueppelholz@cognis.com

Microban: Long-lasting freshness and antibacterial protection for textiles

There used to be only one way to keep textiles fresh and clean: wash them regularly and often. That was until the advent of the Microban Freshness System. Now, you can get textiles that not only stay fresh for longer between washes, but which also provide effective antibacterial protection. Microban is approved to the Eco-Tex 100 Standard and upon contact with bacteria it permeates the cell wall in such a way as to inhibit bacterial growth. The new Freshness System offers particular advantages in the case of textiles that absorb sweat and moisture, such as underwear, socks and stockings, sports clothing as well as bedclothes, towels or bathmats. A further benefit is the use of Microban in textiles that are either heavy or difficult to clean, such as carpets and curtains. 

Microban can be compared to a wash-resistant protective film. Its application to textiles onto the surface of the fibres represents only a simple addition to the conventional production process. Consequently, there is no need for investment in specialist equipment. In Germany the new Freshness System is distributed by Cognis, the specialist chemical company based in Düsseldorf.

Skintex: Bio-active textiles with active cosmetic agents

Bio-active clothing, which when worn, releases active cosmetic agents onto the skin is the latest technology to come from Cognis, the Düsseldorf based specialist chemical company. The Skintex concept involves microscopically small capsules, which are made from 100% natural materials and whose membrane encloses the active agents and enables their dosed release over a longer period of time. The effect of the cosmetics is not lost even when the bioactive textiles are washed by hand or in the washing machine. Tights that dispense moisturiser onto the skin or prevent inflammation of connective tissue (cellulitis) are already available in the USA as well as in some countries of Southern Europe. Consumers in Germany will get the chance to see these Skintex tights for the first time at the AVANTEX High-tech Caravan and it is anticipated that they will be available on the German market by the spring of next year. In principle, Skintex can be used to refine any clothing that is worn against the skin – no matter whether it is made out of artificial fibres, wool or silk. Whilst today it already provides a way of releasing moisturisers, providing skincare and preventing cellulitis, it can also be utilized in the application to textiles of cosmetics that give an artificial tan or inhibit hair growth. Manufacture of the new bio-active clothing does not even require investment in new equipment. Current production apparatus is quite capable of applying these active agents, encapsulated by Cognis, to the textiles. 

Brinkmann-Group

Press contact: Tanja Bobel, tel. +49 5221 884127, e-mail: t.bobel@bugatti.de

Bugatti & Fresh-Concept – Pinstripe suit with Fresh Concept

Bugatti suits, made from the finest Tasmanian woollen threads, absorb smells such as smoke, sweat or fat. The Fresh-Concept textile treatment is dermatologically and toxicologically safe as well as being biodegradable. In addition, natural stretch fibres provide for a high degree of comfort, while the antibacterial lining creates a pleasant and healthy microclimate for the suit wearer.

Bugatti & Airvantage – The climate jacket from bugatti

Air provides on the one hand protection against the cold, while on the other hand it retains any heat that is available. W.L. Gore & Associates GmbH has integrated this principle into an inflatable chamber construction, which can easily be incorporated into jackets and vests. The wearer can inflate the jacket according to his or her own personal need, using the valve that is inconspicuously located inside the collar. If it gets too warm inside the jacket, it only takes one touch to let out the air again just like an inflatable mattress. 

Nylstar CD Italia

Press contact: Jasmin Callegari, tel. +49 7032 932138, e-mail: jasmin.callegari@plenum.de

Meryl Skinlife – The new bacteriostatic fibres from Nylstar

Bacteria make up an important part of the human skin. They serve to maintain a healthy skin flora. Meryl Skinlife is the first bacteriostatic polyamide 6.6 fibre of its kind that maintains the natural balance of the human skin even in situations of strong physical exertion. The way it works by creating a bacteriostatic effect makes Meryl Skinlife efficient in maintaining the number of bacteria necessary to protect the skin flora, whilst at the same time inhibiting the excessive growth and further development of harmful microorganisms. Meryl Skinlife is suitable for all clothing that is worn in direct contact with the skin. 

Meryl Nexten – Into a weightless and versatile future.

Textiles made from Meryl Nexten, the first hollow polyamide fibre in the world, are around 25 percent lighter than those made with similar materials of the same thickness and provide around 25 percent better insulation. The fibres are constructed like minute, microscopic tubes. They contain air, which regulates the temperature naturally. Textiles made from these unique hollow-fibres surround the body with a feather-light jacket, protecting it against changes in temperature and guaranteeing active air-exchange in all weathers. The product properties such as lightness, large volume, insulation and easy-fitting make Meryl Nexten the ideal material for all fabrics and knitwear, but especially for underwear and protective winter clothing. 

Polycoating GmbH

Press contact: Günther Schmuck, tel. +49 7665 9375-13, e-mail: info@polycoat.de

Warmtech

Warmtech is a micro-climate control technology that finds application in sleeping bags, gloves, jackets and trousers. It is ideal for all four seasons of the year and the temperature balancing system is such that it keeps you warm in the winter, cool in the summer and dry in the spring and the autumn. Warmtech textiles are lightweight, comfortable to wear, water-tight and wind-tight; they breathe actively and are thermo-regulating. Manufacturers such as Ziener, WÄFO-Ziegler and Lestra have all incorporated this technology into their products. 


BIODOMUS AUSTRIA

Press contact: Dr. G. Blaschke, tel. +43 1 5863380, e-mail: info@biodomusinstitut.at

WELLNESS SHIRT “DAY”/ “NIGHT“/ Cosmo VITAL(“

For many people the increasing exposure to radiation in our environment is leading to stress, putting a strain on our physiology and possibly giving rise to numerous vegetative complaints: problems sleeping, stress, nervousness. Biodomus Austria, working together with the Institute for Radiation Hygiene in Vienna, presents the new CosmoVITAL( WELLNESS SHIRT, which provides people with effective protection against exposure to radiation. A web of polycarbonium BD1 has been integrated into the fabric of the WELLNESS-SHIRTS, giving the fabric the chemical and physical properties to be able to effectively relieve these physiological tensions within the body. 

Brinkmann-Group

Press contact: Tanja Bobel, tel. +49 5221 884127, e-mail: t.bobel@bugatti.de

Wave-Protect-Jacket

The increased exposure to electro-magnetic environmental pollution is a result of technological advance. We also talk of electro-smog. Bugatti has found a way of protecting its customers from the negative effects of this technical advance without simultaneously impairing their quality of life. Working together with Waveprotect, it has succeeded in developing a jacket and trousers that protects the person wearing them from more than 90% of the electro-magnetic fields. This is achieved by using an extremely light and soft intermediate lining. 

Merhav GmbH

Press contact: Helge Schütze, tel. +49 5066 900259, e-mail: helge@airbagtech.com

AASMR (Advanced Airbag Safety for Motorcycle Riders)

The Advanced Airbag Safety System for Motorcycle Riders (AASHR) consists of an active airbag system. It uses the tried and tested technology of high-speed inflation. The patented “Sensing Triggering Memory” (STM) system detects the incident of falling, calculates its speed and initiates the inflation of the airbag, from the hips to the cervical spine and in the area of the ribcage. A memory serves to record the details of the incident. The fall is detected within 0.01 seconds. The inflation takes another 0.025 to 0.03 seconds. The fall “occurs” over a time frame of around 0.8 seconds, so that protection is provided in time.

AASHR (Advanced Airbag Safety for Horse Riders)

The Advanced Airbag Safety System for Horse Riders (AASHR) is integrated into the riding jacket. It is very light so that the rider experiences no restriction to movement and can ride normally. If he or she falls, the airbag system protects the neck, spine and upper body from injury. 


friendly sensors AG

Press contact: Klaus Schindlbeck, tel. +49 3641 6373-33, e-mail: klaus.schindlbeck@friendly-sensors.de

freemover( - Hightech against backache

The freemover is a new device that uses intelligent technology to ensure optimal movement. Small ultrasonic sensors in the belt trace the movement of the lumbar spine. A mini-computer and intelligent software in the device are busy processing the data continuously. As soon as the back is put under too much strain, the freemover signals this by vibrating slightly. The signal, a so-called “bio-feedback”, is regulated according to the individual movement profile of the person wearing the belt. The freemover is an ideal companion for people who spend a lot of their time sitting down at both work and leisure. Its intelligent sensor technology is integrated into the fashionable belt, which, depending on preference, can be worn either open or underneath clothing. 

Mallani Karl-Heinz Moll GmbH & Co.KG

Press contact: Michael Moll, tel. +49 921-7459-0, e-mail: info@mallani.de

mallani-med – Helps in the case of allergic skin reactions

mallani-med consists of clothing with integrated silver fibres. The silver fibres serve to kill germs and bring about a continuous self-sterilisation, promoting the healing of allergic skin reactions. The itching is reduced and the areas of skin affected can recover. For people who suffer from these symptoms wearing mallani-med clothing brings considerable relief to how they live their life and through its healing properties can have an additional motivating effect on the way they feel.

Merhav GmbH

Press contact: Helge Schuetze, tel. +49 5066 900259, e-mail: helge@airbagtech.com

AASEP (Advanced Airbag Safety for Elderly People)

The Israeli company has developed an Advanced Airbag System (AASEP) for elderly people. The system is integrated into a belt. When the person falls, inflation of the airbag lessens the force of impact and therefore reduces the risk of breaking the neck of the femur or injuring the hips.

University of Wollongong

Press contact: Gordon Wallace, e-mail: gwallace@uow.edu.au

Intelligent knee bandage

The intelligent knee bandage consists of a bio-feedback device. Any false movement is indicated by an acoustic signal. This considerably reduces the risk of knee injury. Such an application of this new technology indicates how health products can be developed further in the areas of training, rehabilitation, physiotherapy as well as human efficiency control.

WEALTHY

Press contact: Dr. Isa Hofmann, tel. +49 69 7575-6170, e-mail: Isa.Hofmann@MesseFrankfurt.de

Intelligent T-Shirt records vital medical parameters

A T-shirt that thinks. Information is collected through sensors and processed by means of a chip connected to the shirt. The T-shirt can be used both in medical applications as well as in the area of sport. In sport, for example, with a use of special software the shirt can function as a simplified version of a medical device, providing the athlete with information concerning heartbeat, breathing, energy use etc. 


Infineon Technologies AG

Press contact: Reiner Schönrock, tel. +49 89 234 29593, e-mail: Reiner.Schoenrock@infineon.com

Running vest with integrated MP3 Player

The “Running Vest with integrated MP3-Player“ provides one example of the many different possibilities opened up by the integration of electronics into textiles. These prototypes have been produced by Infineon, in cooperation with partners from the sectors of textiles and clothing. The electronic components are hidden inconspicuously in the piece of clothing and the connection wires woven invisibly into the fabric. The MP3 player is operated by a SoftSwitch keyboard or through the input of voice commands into the microphone in the collar.

Klinikum der Universität Regensburg

Press contact: Dr. Wolfgang Röckelein, tel. +49 941 9431715, e-mail: wolfgang.roeckelein@wiwi.uni-regensburg.de

NOAH Vest

The NOAH Vest (Emergency Organisation and Work Support) enables the emergency doctor to communicate reliably with the rescue coordination centre and to send notice in advance to hospitals. At the same time he can also send pictures directly from the incident to show the patients and their injuries as well as transmit 12 channel ECG data. This enables the clinic to raise the alarm and make specific preparations. The communication is reliable and encoded. 

xybernaut GmbH

Press contact: Daniela Knab, tel. +49 7031 7148518, e-mail: d.knab@xybernaut.de

Mobile Assistant (
The xybernaut Corporation is a leading supplier of hardware and software solutions as well as a range of services for “wearable computing”. It offers communication solutions and computer functionality in a “hands-free” design. The “Wearable PC” Mobile Assistant ®, which is worn directly on the body provides support to the user in activities such as stocktaking, the maintenance of machines or the inspection of bridges – indeed in any situation where mobility is required and it is necessary for the computer to function without manual operation (“hands-free”). Wireless communication makes it possible to have recall to company data or the Internet. Similarly, an exchange of information through videoconferencing is also possible.
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